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PREPARATIONS TO ORGANIZE BLOGGING-BASED INDEPENDENT WORK
OF TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

The latest methodology to organize students’ independent work with information and
communication technology is both an opportunity and a challenge for higher education owing to its
current digitalization. The following article presents an algorithm which allows teachers to prepare
for and organize students’ independent work based on student foreign-language blogging.

Such an algorithm might be easily used and reproduced by foreign language teachers and
researchers engaged in profession-oriented foreign language training of future graduates of a
technical university. It includes four procedures: from analyzing the regulatory standards and
identifying the objectives and methodology of organizing students’ independent work, to forming
an expert group and developing the quality-assurance criteria for this work’s further evaluation, to
finding out the structure, content and levels of professional foreign language competences to be
developed, as well as its information and technical support.

The results of experimental work enable us to point out the effectiveness of the given
algorithm in stimulating students’ growth in the competence levels, due to its focus on students’
professional development which is often a challenge to many foreign language teachers and
researchers.

Key words: independent work, professional orientation, algorithm, profession-oriented
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Introduction

Due to the digitalization of higher education, the organization of students’ distance
independent learning becomes a crucial challenge in teaching, of foreign languages in particular. As
the research findings from [Gareev et al., 2019] demonstrate, an effective tool for such purpose is a
student blog, a platform for publishing text and multimedia content with its further discussion
among students and other internet users via the comments section.

Despite today’s students’ experience with social media and blogs in their extracurricular
activities, the so-called “digital natives” youth community should not be viewed as equal to the
“digital learning natives” [Reid, 2018]. In other words, many learners are likely to face difficulties
when adopting new digital tools, regardless of how active they are on social media and with internet
browsing. Moreover, the growth in digital tools’ complexity will raise the expectations around
students’ ability to use them. Therefore, it must be assured that learners understand how to deal with
any digital instrument, otherwise some measures must be taken so that learners gain experience in
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working with such software products. Thus, the organization of students’ independent work based
on information and communication technologies (ICTs) such as blogs requires precise
algorithmization [Shamsutdinova, 2018: 103].

The objective of this paper is to make a case for the algorithm with its procedures that lays a
solid foundation for the organization of independent work for students in a technical university.
This independent work is aimed at developing their ability to use a foreign language in solving
future professional problems, which is known as professional foreign language competence, and is
based on the pre-designed model and technology both of which utilize students’ profession-oriented
blogging.

The objectives of the preparation stage, i.e. before the independent work is begun, were,
firstly, to determine how relevant, in the context of a technical university, foreign language training
is as of now, and, secondly, to lay the groundwork for the students’ actual independent work which
would comprise student blogging with the further discussion of students’ posts, the evaluation of its
results and identifying the ways to improve the quality of these results within the author’s
pedagogical technology. The content of key procedures of the preparation stage is presented below.

1. Determining the relevance, objectives and methods of the organization of independent
work for students — future technical university bachelors to improve foreign language
training

As part of the author’s research, the regulatory requirements of higher education standards for
a number of technical specialties relevant for Russian economy, as well as their respective
professional standards for several engineering occupations have been studied. The Federal State
Higher Education Standard for the training program 11.03.03 “Construction and technology of
electronic tools” has been taken as an example. Also, the studies related to the issue of developing
technical university learners’ foreign language competence (A.A. Verbitsky, E.P. Kobeleva,
Yu.V. Krasavina, V.F. Tenishcheva, V.V. Tomin and others) have been analyzed.

The results of this analysis show that the most relevant and understudied issue is that of the
lack of professional orientation in current methodologies and technologies of foreign language
training for future instrumentation-engineering bachelors, and, in order to improve its quality, the
use of individual educational trajectories must be used [Gertsen et al., 2019]. Furthermore, it is
concluded that, to enhance students’ foreign language competence development, the potential of
independent work with its organization being amplified by a wider use of ICTs such as profession-
oriented blogging should be involved [Goltsova et al., 2020: 81].

While designing the model mentioned, it was also found that, for student blogging as part of
their independent work, the most reasonable solution would be to use the methods of projects, of
portfolio and of group expert evaluation; upon that, it should be supported by a set of tools which,
apart from blogs themselves, include online communication tools, such as email and messengers,
motivational interviewing for purposeful communication with learners [Naar et al., 2021] and
instructional guidelines for blogging.

2. Preparations for pedagogical expert evaluation: forming expert groups, designing
forms — for experts and for student feedback

Within this preparation procedure, expert groups must be gathered to evaluate the following:
— the integrity of the model of students’ independent work organization;
— the structure, content and levels of professional language competence development in future
instrumentation-engineering bachelors;
— a set of criteria based on which the results of students’ independent work are afterwards as-
sessed;
— the quality of students’ profession-oriented blogs and final presentations.
The would-be experts were teachers of Russian (Kalashnikov ISTU, Udmurt State University,
ITMO University in St. Petersburg) and foreign universities (Honduras, Nicaragua) and practition-
ers in instrumentation engineering. They had to meet certain requirements, e.g. minimum teaching
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or other work experience of five years, experience in pedagogical evaluation, experience in the use
of ICTs and others. The sample of experts in the research conducted is representative insofar as it
consisted of both males and females, teachers of humanities and technical disciplines, with various
academic degrees and without them.

All the necessary numerical values such as the size of expert group (nine people) were calcu-
lated by the formulae from [Cherepanov, 1988] according to the regulations of gqualimetric ap-
proach.

The competence of would-be candidates was evaluated proceeding from their professional
competence, i.e. in the domain of instrumentation engineering, their awareness of the requirements
for future instrumentation-engineering graduates, their foreign language competence, experience in
pedagogical evaluation and so forth. The qualitative values of these criteria were calculated by the
method of questionnaire data where these criteria had to be met with documentary evidence, and by
the method of mutual recommendation where the candidates were selected according to the number
of “votes” cast for them.

The validity of the forms designed was calculated in accordance with the requirements of
competency-based approach, has been equal to 1 and thus considered excellent. Their reliability
varied from 0.89 to 1 which, in keeping with [Avanesov, 1989], corresponds to excellent or good
reliability.

To assure the grammatical correctness and unambiguous meaning of the statements and ques-
tions in the forms, syntactic, semantic and pragmatic evaluation was conducted.

Also, when it comes to students’ independent work, the feedback communication with them,
apart from direct communication in classroom, must be organized in advance [Korenev, 2018: 126].
For this, the forms for both an independent student evaluation of one’s blog and peer evaluation of
other students’ blogs have been designed in compliance with the quality criteria mentioned in the
next procedure. In addition, there are forms for expressing students’ opinions regarding their inde-
pendent work. This surveying enables us to understand how motivated the students are for their in-
dependent work and to identify implicitly if they have any trouble with it.

Two types of forms have been made to evaluate the learners’ opinions: one indicates their cur-
rent experience, while the other indicates their experience after all the work is done. This separation
is necessary to identify students’ motivation more precisely. The two forms may differ as replaying
one’s experience differs from retrieving it from one’s memory which corresponds to D. Kahne-
man’s notion of experiential and remembering selves [Kahneman, 2021]. To make this survey more
objective, the possibility of anonymous form filling should be introduced.

3. Pedagogical evaluation of structure, content, levels of professional foreign language
competence of future technical university bachelors, and quality criteria for students’
independent work

The pedagogical evaluation itself conducted after the preparation within the previous proce-
dure resulted in the following. It was concluded that the structure of professional foreign language
competence which must be developed in future instrumentation-engineering bachelors is expressed
best by the three most important components: communicative (language skills), cognitive (abilities
to comprehend, analyze and synthesize information) and domain-specific (competence in profes-
sional domain).

Then, the experts pointed out four levels of professional foreign language competence devel-
opment:

1. threshold level at which a student could comprehend only the essence of English texts on

general topics;

2. basic level at which a learner could use one’s language skills to compose standardized

statements on one’s professional topic;

3. analytic-synthetic level at which a student could analyze complex and voluminous profes-

sional content in English and, based on it, compose scientific and technical texts;
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4. predictive level at which a student could and is willing to critically evaluate complex,
lengthy information in English, and on its basis compose the content with evidence-based
predictions concerning the trends and future patterns of the industry under discussion, per-
form profession-oriented creative activity.

The quality criteria for students’ independent work approved by the experts, which include

language competence, logical coherence of statements, having references to the sources used, lack
of plagiarism, is discussed in detail in [Gareyev, 2017].

4. Information and technical support for blogging

Before the students begin blogging in a foreign language on a professional topic, the teacher
curating and organizing this independent work must, firstly, make up a list of possible blog topics for
the students. For instance, the list of topics for a group of students in the aforementioned training pro-
gram included, among others, the review of latest communication technologies and research into their
effectiveness, the review of latest radio-engineering tools in medicine, and the development of simpli-
fied Arduino systems. At the same time, it must be noted that a student’s blog topic is to suit the cur-
riculum requirements for the discipline within which this independent work is conducted. For these
requirements to be followed, one of the criteria introduced to evaluate the quality of a student blog is a
topic’s relevance for the given training program which is to be assessed by the expert group.

Secondly, a teacher is to compile a list of sources from which the students would receive most
of the information for their blogs. Typically, these are internet sources updated regularly: scientific
journals, industry-specific blogs from native speakers, theme-based news aggregators such as Hacker
News from Y Combinator.

Thirdly, as the author’s pedagogical experiment has shown, learners might experience challeng-
es while interacting with blog platforms. Although blogging is similar to maintaining one’s profile in
social media that most students have experience with, the latter has a few peculiarities: the compulso-
ry and regular nature of post publishing, the choice of topics being restricted by a professional do-
main, the necessity to blog in English only. The challenges are also complemented by the lack of stu-
dents’ experience in writing scientific and technical texts thus far, as in most universities most of the
undergraduates learn English only for the first two years of study. In the author’s research, these chal-
lenges are solved by special instructional guidelines which contain frequently asked questions and
standard solutions of the most common problems, as well as by the regular feedback from the teacher-
curator, both remotely, online and offline, during regular classes and consultation hours.

Furthermore, technical issues are possible. These are partly solved by the requirement of the
teacher-curator to have ICT competence and blogging experience, and partly by many blogging plat-
forms, such as Wordpress, Blogger and Tumblr, being widely used. For each of these, there are dis-
cussion forums and technical support in English which both the teacher and students can refer to.
However, it was shown that the most cited technical issue is losing one’s login credentials with no
chance of restoring. The simplest solution is to build a new website page and transfer the previously
published content there which takes not more than ten minutes.

Conclusion

The results of experimental work which was conducted after the preparation procedures above
and was also strictly algorithmized are described in more detail in the author’s other publications. For
this article, the following must be emphasized. The pedagogical experiment has shown a statistically
significant growth in professional foreign language competences among the students from the exper-
imental, “blogging” group: significantly more students (65%) were at analytic-synthetic and predic-
tive levels of their development while the initial test showed less than 5% of them being at the former
level and none at the latter. The final reviews of blogging students were mostly positive and reflected
on gaining more confidence in using a foreign language, as well as the professional content in this
language, more interest to explore professional topics, insights about having more control over the
content being explored, comparing to, for example, a less controlled environment during their lectures
[Wellman et al., 2018]. Among the typical challenges the students faced were, first of all, their own
laziness, then their heavy workload with other disciplines and, as a result, the lack of time devoted to
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this independent work, sometimes the lack of competence in their professional domain or of foreign
language skills.

In addition, the procedures and recommendations to prepare for the organization of profession-
oriented independent work for students at a technical university are especially relevant for two more
reasons. Firstly, in the context of foreign language training of future technical specialists, for the first
time it has been shown how such work can be organized for the purpose of future graduates’ profes-
sional development. Unfortunately, virtually all studies concerning the use of ICTs and other ways to
organize the foreign language training do not imply a foreign language teacher to be acquainted with
the professional domain that is one’s students’ major, or at least one’s interest towards it [Rezunova et
al., 2018]. Secondly, the fact that the preparation for students’ independent work is presented as an
algorithm allows any teacher, even without any expertise in a professional domain, use the author’s
pedagogical model and technology by following the steps of such an algorithm. Not only does this
simplify the preparation for a teacher but it also keeps the students’ independent work professionally
focused so that they could explore others’ and publish their content in English, discuss it with each
other and receive valuable feedback, from experts and outside readers.
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A.A. T'apeesB

Hbicesckuii 2ocyoapemeennwiti mexuuyeckuil ynusepcumem um. M.T. Karawnukosa,
Hocesck, Poccus

HOArOTOBUTEJBHBIE MMPOLEAYPHI K OPTAHU3AIIMA CAMOCTOATEJBHOM
PABOTBI CTYJEHTOB TEXHUYECKOI'O BY3A
HA OCHOBE BEJIEHMUS BJIOT'OB

CoBpeMeHHbIE METOJUKH OpPraHU3alli CaMOCTOSTENIbHON pabOThl CTYAEHTOB C MCIIOJIB30Ba-
HUEeM MHGOPMAIMOHHO-KOMMYHHUKAIIMOHHBIX TEXHOJIOTUN SBISIOTCA OJHOBPEMEHHO M BO3MOXKHO-
CTBIO, U BBI30BOM JIJIsl BBICIIETO 0OPa30BaHUs B CBS3M C €ro TeKyle nudposusanuein. B nanHoi
CTaTh€ MPEACTABJIEH AITOPUTM, KOTOPBIM MO3BOJMUT MPENOJABATENSAM MMOArOTOBUTHCA K OpraHu3a-
LIUM CAMOCTOSATEIBHOM pabOThI CTYIEHTOB Ha OCHOBE BEJICHHUSI UMHU OJIOTOB HA HHOCTPAHHOM SI3bIKE.

JlaHHBIM aNrOpUTM MOXKET OBITH C JIETKOCTBIO MCIOJIB30BAH M BOCIIPOM3BE/ICH IpenojaBaTeis-
MU UHOCTPAHHOTO S3bIKa U UCCIIEI0BATEISIMA BOIPOCOB O0YUYEHUs] HHOCTPAHHOMY, MPO(eCCHOHAT-
HO-OPUEHTHPOBAHHOMY S3bIKY OYyIyIIUX BBITYCKHHUKOB TEXHHYECKHUX BY30B. OH BKJIIOYaeT B ceOs
YeThIpe MPOLEAYpPbl: HAUMHAas C aHAJIN3a HOPMATUBHBIX JIOKYMEHTOB M BBISIBIICHUS LIEJIEH U METOJ0B
OpraHu3all CaMOCTOATENBHOM paboThl 00yUaromuxcs, GOPMUPOBAHUS SKCIIEPTHOM TPYMIIBI U pa3-
pabOTKH KpUTEPUEB IS TIOCIEAYIOMIEH OICHKH KauecTBa STOW CaMOCTOSTENILHOW PaOOThI, BhISIBIIC-
HUS CTPYKTYPBI, COJICP)KaHUS W YPOBHEH pa3BUBaeMol y 0Oydarommxcs mpodecCHOHaTbHOW HWHO-
SI3bIYHON KOMIETEHIMI U 3aKaHUUBAas UX MH()OPMAIIMOHHO-TEXHUIECKOU TOIEPKKOH.

Pe3ynbTaThl 3KCHIEpUMEHTANbHON pabOThl yKa3biBaloT Ha 3()(PEKTUBHOCTH MPUBOJIUMOTO aj-
rOpUTMa B aKTHBH3AIMUA CAMOCTOSATEILHONW pabOThI CTYyIEHTOB U POCTE YPOBHS UX KOMIICTCHLIUH,
YTO 00OCHOBAHO aKIIEHTOM ATOM pabOTHl Ha MPOGECCHOHATHFHOM Pa3BUTHUU 00YUYaAIOIIUXCS, OpPTaHu-
3a1Ms KOTOPOI'o 3a4acTyl0 IPEJICTaBIISIET CI0KHOCTD AJIs IPENOJaBaTeNeld NHOCTPAHHBIX S3BIKOB U
uccienoBaTeneil B 001acTy NeAaroruku.

Kniouesvie cnoea: camocrositenbHas pa®oTa, mpodeccHOHaIbHAas OPUEHTAIMS, AJITOPUTM,
npodeccrnoHanTbHO-OPUEHTUPOBAHHBIN 00T, TEXHUYECKUN BY3.
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